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Here we are again with a new style 
Journal, wholly set up and produced by 
AMRA. With the larger pages we are going 
to need a lot more material to keep them 
filled. This issue will have as many 
Pages as we have material to fill. 

Deadlines will remain at the 15th of 
the EVEN MONTHS for copy to appear in the 

ao." Journal. Material is sent on 

Helen as soon as it is edited, and it 

is hoped that this continuous process 

Will enable us to bring the posting date 

nearer to the deadline. What we are 

hoping to achieve, is to have Journal 
posted in each ODD month. 

It is theorectically possible to be 
able to post three to four weeks after 

the deadline, and it is the mechanics of 
the paste up, printing and enveloping 
that we are working on to achieve this 
aim. The production team have to obtain 
some expertise in all these facets before 
Our aim can be achieved. 

What we need most is plenty of mat- 
erial to fill up the 24 to 32 pages. Not 
only large articles, but also plenty of 


t regularly seem to turn up at the 
On this size sheet 


pe: to fill in that odd few inches 


ottom of a column. 
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we have room for 52 lines of type, 42 


spaces to the column, or 87 spaces right 
across the page. If you like, the col- 
umns are 72 mm wide and 220 mm deep, and 
the page is 150 mm wide. For a centre 
page plan, etc, the maximum image size is 
326 mm wide and 220 mm deep. There 
is now no reduction from paste up to 
printing plate, as our new typewriter has 
a 15 pitch type face. ee 
There you are, it.is ~@ over to you 
to “BLp ue get this ‘magazine to be the 
commits ication medium of the Association. 
Rex Little 
Editoi 
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ON THE COVER 
Consolidation No 2 trundles out of 
the Woodstock engine house to start the 
day's work on Mark Linhart's Little 
River Railroad. 
Photo by Mark Linhart 
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THE SECRETARY’S DESK 


A NEW STYLE JOURNAL 

Our thanks to Roger Lloyd, Victorian 
State President, are due for carrying out 
a thorough research into the possibility 


of AMRA printing its’ own Journal, and as 
a result this will be happening. 
It has involved the purchasing of a 


‘smart cookie’ typewriter, an offset 
printer, platemaker, stapler and guill- 
otine, enthusing some more members into 


the production team, and a new setup in 
the publishing group. 

1. Managing Editor, whose duties are - 
. to liaise with the Editor, Publisher, 
Advertising Manager, Printer and Distri- 
bution Officer to ensure a smooth flow- 
through, and to achieve on-time production 
and distribution of Journal; 

. to achieve a smooth flow-through, and 
to achieve on-time production and distri- 
bution of Journals 

; to decide on closing date for copy. 

2 Editor, whose duties are - 

. to prepare all copy for typing, en- 
suring that a regular flow, where poss- 
ible, is forwarded to the typist and 
thence to the publisher; 

- to receive and prepare all material 
received from sub-editors, and to ack- 
nowledge the receipt of same; 

: to decide on what reprint material is 
to be used if insufficient new material 
is available. 

3  Sub-Editors, whose duties are - 

. to prepare 'State News’, containing 
all information it is desired to transmit 
to the members as a whole; 

- to foster and encourage members in 
their State to submit constructional 
articles, hints and tips, etc, and, if 
possible, to arrange for plans, drawings, 
etc, to be prepared ready for publication; 
. to pre-edit, to the best $F their 
ability, and to arrange retyf§ing, double 
spaced if necessary, of hand written copy 
to minimise further final editing; 
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to conform with the deadlines set by 
the Managing Editor; 
° to obtain advertisers where possible. 

Who will all these people be? 
Managing Editor: Gordon Duncan, a well- 
Known member in Victoria. 

Editors Rex Little, whose previous 
workload should be eased by these new 
measures. 

Sub-Editors: Hopefully the existing 
Branch Reporters will take over this 
task, and where there is currently no 
Branch Reporter, the Branch will appoint 
someone to the task. The basic idea is 
to keep the members Australia-wide inform- 
ed about what is going on within the 
Association, and to show that we are not a 
number of isolated groups around */the' 
Continent. fi bans .£. esb 9s 

The productifon tediig wild’ d&!their®! 
utmost to get Journal to®yéuby the end of* 
the ODD month. . The clésing date for copy 
to appear in the NEXT Journal will remain 
the 15th of the EVEN month for the time 
being. So, come on members and do your 
best, be it a small or large contribution. 

Some of you may be wondering where 
the money to purchase all this equipment 
is coming from. Most of it is coming 
from the Victorian Branch, who, by charg- 
ing their material costs to the Assoc- 
iation, will recoup the expenditure over a 
period of time, and at the same time 
reduce the printing costs to the Assoc- 
iation. 

Having our own printing equipment 
will facilitate the production of infor- 
mation sheets, and such other information 
which is at present duplicated. One 
has to crawl befgre walking, and we will 
have to give time for the printing team to 
become proficient before loading too mp 
ideas on to them. 

Now that a group are prepared to hop 
off their tails and do something worth- 
while for the Assgqgiation, how about YOU? 
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Now to continue with other matters of 
concern. This year there will only 
be one notice for the renewal of subscrip- 
tions sent out. Therefore, we would 
appreciate the prompt payment of them. 
We do allow a two-month period of grace, 
so if your Journal does not arrive for 
January/February 1983, you will know 
that your renewal has not been received. 
We do this to reduce our postal charges, 
which, at today's prices, adds up toa 
tidy sum each year. So, PLEASE CO-OP- 
ERATE, and help in this matter. 
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Playing another old record,’ the 
FEDERAL REGISTRAR IS THE PERSON TO CONTACT 
IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS. I get rather 
uncomplimentary when I have to pass on hy 
telephone such information which is given 
His address is on the title sheet 
bill 
this 
know 


to me. 
of EVERY Journal, and my telephone 
is big enough now. May be if I play 
record enough, everyone will get to 
the tune rather than the words, 
though it will never make the top 10. 
Norm 


even 


Read 
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This issue of Journal is another 
milestone in the history of AMRA. Our 
thanks must go to the Victorian Branch, 
who, after exhaustive investigation and 
discussions, proposed to the Federal 
COM that they finance the purchase of the 
necessary equipment to print Journal at 


reduced cost to the Association, and to 
ensure on time distribution. 
It is planned that the ‘New Look 


Journal ' 
» Pages, 
this will depend on the 
members and branches. 

The Federal COM has restructured the 
publishing committee and Gordon Duncan has 
accepted the onerous position of Managing 
Editor to oversee all facets of prep- 
aration, etc, of Journal. It is hoped 
that the four State Branches can arrange 
for a Sub-editor for each State, whose 
duties will include reporting on the 
activities, etc, of their branch and 
to enthuse fellow members to submit art- 
icles, hints and other matters of interest 
to all. 

Contrary to published comment, it is 
not intended that Journal replace Brancti 


will have a larger number of 
thus increasing the content, but 
support from 


Newsletters, but rather, where space 
permits, to reprint part or all for the 
information of all members. As one 
member has already stated, ‘I enjoy read- 
ing the Newsletters from the other States 
as it keeps me in touch with what they 
are doing’, and it is felt this applies to 
a large number of our members. 

One point 1 would like to make clear 
to all members, the members of the Vic 
torian Branch are donating their time and 
effort to the printing of Journal, the 
only costs being paper, plates, ink and 
power, and I repeat it is to be hoped 
that members will see their way clear to 
support their efforts with 
etc. 

The Victorian Branch President, 
Roger Lloyd, merits a very special thanks 
for all the time and effort he has put 
into this project. 

In conclusion, on behalf 
Federal COM and the Association as a 
whole, I would like to say thank you to 
the Victorian Branch members who have 
shown such interest and to wish them 
every success in this venture. 


articles, 


of the 


Keith J Wilcox 
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A MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS 


This message is particularly directed 

to the majority of AMRA members who can't, 
or just don't attend meetings and 
therefore members only by virtue 
the fact that they pay a membership 


won't 
are 
of 
fee. 

These people, therefore, get little 
benefit from their membership and con- 
tribute nothing, which places a heavy 
burden on the small core of active members 
and the various committees of management, 
who have no option but to try and decide 
what should be done for the best, based on 
their own opinions, because others have 
voiced no opinions at all. 

| have heard comments, here in Vic- 
that AMRA is too autocratic and 
want everything done their way, won't 
co-operate with others and that ‘nothing 
happens’ - well, committees get 
cratic’ if they have to rely entirely on 
their own ideas, ‘co-operation’ 
both ways and, certainly, nothing 
happen if people don't join in to 
it happen! 

Now, as to Journal - this has 
something of a disaster, plagued by 
problems, lack of 
tising costs, and, sad to say, it has 
been suggested that Journal should 


torrie, 


"auto- 


works 
will 
MAKE 


been 
pro- 

anc 
ever 
dis- 


duction "copy ' 


appear altogether and be replaced by 
'Newsletters'. 
It is my contention, fortunately 


shared by some others, that if Journal 
disappears, the AMRA will become an Assoc 
iation in name only, as the only tangible 
link will be gone. 

In an endeavour to prevent this 
happening and avoid the consideration of 
increased membership fees to cover costs, 
at Vic Branch, have undertaken the 
from Branch funds 


we, 
printing, purchased, 
the necessary equipment and carefully 
re-examined productior problems the 
we Nope, will be six issues 0’ 
Journal per vear, ON TIME and some func 
available for other purposes! 


result, 
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It 1s hoped that other branches will 
co-operate in permitting material now 
published in ‘Newsletters’ to be included 
in Journal, but there will still be ample 
room for contributions from individuals. 
It has been pointed out before and is re- 
iterated, that half an A4 page per member 
would provide enough ‘copy’ for at least 
Six issues of the average Journal without 
anything else, and, surely, half a page 
PER YEAR is not very much! 

In my experience, when modellers get 
together, almost everyone has_ either 
a problem or a method of doing something 
that the other fellow had'nt~ thought 
of - why not share the problem and/or the 
method? If you live in the ‘'bush' and 
find it hard to get what you want, say so, 
may be we can help! 
younger 
always 
learned 
if they 

It is easy to fall into the trap of 
believing that ‘everybody knows that', this 
is frequently not the case at all, so, 
even if it is ‘old hat’ to you, it may not 
be to others, so do not hesitate to put it 
on paper - remember, no question is stupid 
if the person asking it doesn't know, and 
no information is useless, even if it has 
been provided before, it doesn't follow 
that everyone will have seen it! 

As a case in point, since the inclu- 
sion of the 'Hints, Tips and Queries’ 
column in Journal, only one member, other 
than myself, has made a contribution and I 


and 
ones, are joining and they don't 
know what the rest of 
the hard way 
ask, 


New members, 


us have 
- they can be helped 


cannot really believe that we are the 
only ones that can provide any infor- 
mation! 

As a personal request, will YQU 


help Journal rise, like the fabled Phoenix 
from its own ashes and become something 
that can be eagerly awaited” 

| Gordon Duncan 


MANAGING EDITOR - AMRA JOURNAL 
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CURVED ROOFS 


by R JT Blodkin ye 


Some scratch builders have trouble 
forming curved roof lines when using 
styrene as a construction material. 
There are obviously several ways of trying 
to solve the problem. Here's the way 4 Measure this for width of styrene re 
that I've found reasonably easy with 20 quired. 
thou sheet. 

Stages as per sketches: 


oe ~ 


5 Cut as many pieces as required tc 
this width and a smidgen longer — thar 
necessary to allow for end mouldings anc 
trim (it's worth making several over 


1 From end elevation of vehicle immediate requirements for stock anc 
drawing, prepare a template. future work). 


6 Wrap styrene to form, using heavy 

os 2 Use this to make a solid form of the duty plastic binding tape of type used for 
roof from semi hard wood. Make it a fastening cartons. The extra length of 
couple of inches longer than the longest the form shows its use here, giving an 
vehicle to be built. anchor for the tape beyond the work viece. 


Fix ends by tucking in or drawing pin. 


\\ 


3 Wrap a strip of paper round the 
form and rub a pencil on the corners to 7 Lay in simmering water for atuit 
obtain the dimension round the curve. three minutes. 
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8 Dunk in cold water or hold under 
running tap till cooled, unwrap and 
"BINGO' - one roof. 

3 3 36 363 3636 3¢ 3 3 
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Stiffeners can be added 


i ae 


and 


where, required inside and rain strips on 


the outside by usual 


styrene methods. 


Fabric covering can be simulated in small- 
er scales by application of kleenex tissue 


or similar; 
fuls of MEK and paint. 


36 HE HE 36 SE IESE IE IE IE IEE IE 3 HE SE SE IE FE HE IE IE SE IE SE SE 3E IEE BE HE 9 HE FE FE HE HE FE HE IE 3E IE 


A HANDY CUTTING TOOL YOU CAN MAKE YOURSELF 


hs 


by David Morrison 


3mm Diam. 
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The author has found this little tool 
to be among his handiest in model railway 
modelling. It can be made from silver 
steel rod, a worn out jeweller's file or a 
broken twist drill held in a pin vise. 

The present item in his tool kit is 
made from a length of 3 mm (1/8") diameter 
silver steel approximately 140 mm long, 
ground to a 
shape at one end, on the other is a brass 
nut drilled out, soldered on and rounded 
orf. 

The rod is basically ground to shape, 
then heated to a bright red - quenched in 
water and finally shaped on a small slip 
stone. It is important to keep the edge 
keen. Other such tools can be easily 
tailored to fit in precise areas. 

The tool's main uses are for cutting 
wires and strip stock to lengths without 
the spread or twisted ends given with 


centre line 


40mm ——— Se en eg eee 


conventional wood chisel 


cutting pliers and snips. 

Here are some examples of practical 
uses 
1 For cutting wire (not spring steel) 
handrails or strap steps to size. Lie 
the wire (or strip metal or other stock ) 
on your steel rule and press the blade at 
the point to be cut. If the material is 
soft enough it will shear, otherwise grasp 
it with small pointed pliers at the edge 
of the cut then using another pair of 
pliers or tweezers next to the cut, gently 
fatigue it through. The break will 
be clean and free of bends. 
2 For cutting and scraping away excess 
glue or solder on the model's surface 
which detracts from its appearance. 
3 For cutting and scraping away flash, 
blobs or excess filler, especially on the 
surfaces of kits made from cast materials. 
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fixed by a swab with brush- 


— 
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TRAIN A GRANDE VITESSE 


by Gus Durham 

[ recently had the opportunity to 

take a trip on the new IGV (roughly trans- 
lated as a very fast train) from Paris to 
Lyon and return, and this must go down as 
one of the most exciting trips in my life. 
These new trains on the special track 
should do a lot for rail travel in France, 
although they will be used on other normal 
electrified. track as well. Each train 
consists of 10 units, an electric loco at 
each end, each on two bogies and eight 
coaches which are all articulated, painted 
9. striking orange, white and grey. The 
locos have a low sloping nose with a 
low wind spoiler almost touching the 
rails and the heavy glass windscreens at a 
rakish angle. The whole train is a 
streamlined beauty; all exterior fitt- 
ings - door handles, grab rails, etc - are 
recessed or shaped to reduce drag, and 
almost full shape connections between 
coaches, which have a flat curved roof and 
low skirting between the bogies. To me 
the only thing that looked odd was an 
electrical connection of one heavy wire 
from big insulators from the top of the 
end of each coach. The articulated 
bogies had huge coil springs that came 

about half way up between the coach: ends. 
The SNCF is building an entirely new 
oo from Paris to Lyon for these new 
trains, and my train joined this new 
=: line 177 km out of Paris. This new 
line follows the contours of the land like 
a motor freeway, with gently sweeping 
curves, through mainly open country. 
They use iiweavy concrete sleepers, but not 
full length concrete; they have a steel 
bar in the middle joining together the 
The line 


| 


ends that are under the rails. 
has the tracks spaced further apart so 
there is no buffeting when trains pass at 
high speed; it is well fenced and does 
not have any tunnels or level crossings, 
and is used exclusively for fast passenger 
trains. 

As this was to be my fling in France, 
I travelled first class which cost me 
French Francs 530, about $A90, plus a 


and = other 


supplement of FF63 = $A10.50; this is 
charged on certain peak time trains; 
normal reservation fee is FFB = $A1.40. 


I was lucky I had our eldest daughter 
Muriel with me when I went to reserve my 
seat (reservation is compulsory). Muriel 
is in France learning the French language 
before going to Mali with her mission 
team, and she did all the talking for me, 
and the trouble she had with her knowledge 
of French, certainly helped as I do not 
think I could have managed by myself. 
All reservations are done by computer and 
this also prints out the ticket. The 
SCNF has modernised the booking office at 
Gare de Lyon station in Paris, and the IGV 
emblem is very prominent. At the sta- 
tions are display boards showing the 
make up and coach -position of these IGV 
prominent trains, like the 
TEE, 7 

The coach was fitted with 2 + 1 
across fixed seating, and second class has 
2 + 2 seating; perhaps not as luxurious 
as first class. . The seats from the 
reac of the coach face forward and from 
the front face backwards, so you have 
facing seats in the centre, each side of a 
fixed table. All other seats had drop 
down tables, airline style. Seating 
was luxurious and reclining with reading 
lights, curtained windows and thick carpet 
on the floor. Access between coaches 
was via wide sliding doors; the vestibule 
door was automatic and a touch of a handle 
opened the end doors of both coaches 
together; all doors closing automatically 
after passing through. Signs at each 
coach end indicated the location of snack 
bar, toilets, etc. 

The train I travelled on consisted of 
two 10 units trains; coupling gear is 
concealed behind hinged panels which, when 
closed, form part of the forward body 
streamlining of the locos. On leaving 
Paris we were soon running through the 
suburbs and outer regions and in to the 
countryside. I was very surprised to see 
several four-wheel diesel locos used 
for shunting as we went along. The 
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speed as we hurried along showed this was Snacks are available. The meal I had was 


an important train not. to be delayed. 
Then 1 hour 20 minutes from Paris we 
slowed; the braking was very smooth at 
all times, as the track went under a 
flyover and curved around to the right to 
join the new track; once on the new 
track the driver got down to the business 
of making up the average speed of 163 km/h 
for the journey, as the first 177 km had 
been at an average of 133 km/h. He had 
to average 183 km/h for the last 273 km, 
with 1 hour 28 minutes in which to cover 
that distance. I could feel the power of 
these four giant electric locos gathering 
up the train and hurtling it along the 
track. Faster and faster until the line- 
side features were just a blur, and as we 
swept down the dips and over the tops of 
the rises I could feel the effects of in- 
creased or decreased gravity we were going 
so fast. Sweeping around gentle curves 
I could hardly believe we were travelling 
at such speed. Going over pointwork is 
only a gentle rumble with no disturbance 
to the coach. 
some sway, but mostly it was very stable. 
All distances and average speeds are 
only approximate as I do not have accurate 
figures for these. When the last section 
of this new line is completed in 1983, 
the distance from Paris to Lyon will 
be 422 km, compared with 512 km via Dijon 
on the old line and 450 km on the present 
part new line and part old existing line. 
The TGV will cover the 422 km in two 
hours when the new line is finished. I 
also regret I am unable to give the names 
of the several stations we passed on 
the new line, but it was hard to see 
the stations, let alone the name boards, 
at the speed we travelled; this was a 
non-stop train. 

A TGV train holds the title of 'Fast- 
est in the World', having reached 380 km/h 
(237 mph) in special test runs in February 
1981. The crew wear badges showing 
'260 Service's; that is the fastest speed 
of the trains in general service, i.e. 
155 mph. 

In first class you can have a meal 
served at your seat table, or there is a 
Club Car where hot and cold drinks and 


Occasionally there was 


an experience in itself, as my knowledge 
of French is limited to 'Ou la la’ or 
"Napoleon Brandy’, but an entree of smoked 
salmon and salad followed by a grill 
(which the stewardess could only describe 
to me as being ‘'cow'), plus sweets of 
fruit pie and cheese with a bottle of 
local beer cost me FF75, about $A12.50. 
This was served from a trolley, moved 
along the aisle by the staff, who did a 
very good job. 

Our departure and arrival was right 
on time. I hope these notes will help 
you share with me the experience of 900 km 
travel in 6 hours 33 minutes with 5 


minutes in Lyon between trains; it was a 
day I will remember. 
During my trip away I travelled 


on British Railways’ 125 intercity trains, 
and it is natural I should compare these 
with the TGV. I found the BR trains were 
as comfortable and ride was similar, 
but there is buffetting when two high 
Speed trains pass, but then BR trains are 
using existing lines, and it is a credit 
to them for what they have achieved. I 
travelled on 'The Flying Scotsman’ from 
London to Edinburgh; this is one of 
the 125 intercity trains, and the trip is 
632 km with one stop (Newcastle), and the 
time scheduled is 4 hours 35 minutes, an 
average speed of approximately 133 km/h. 
This train had several severe checks 
and twice we came to a full stop for 

a couple of minutes, so this timing is 
very good. I know that other runs in the 
UK are faster than this, but this was my 
experience. 

At the other end of the scale of 
railway travel in the UK, I travelled on 
the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway in 
their four-wheel ex BR rail bus. To me 
this was great as I have a weakness for 
unusual rail car/bus units. Has anyone 
an old Airfix kit for this rail bus that 
you could be persuaded to part with? As 
this trip has revived my 
getting this type of rail bus. 

All in all my rail travel experience 
on this trip was excellent and these mem- 
ories can be filed away with those of our 
trip on ‘The Indian Pacific’ last year. 


interest in 
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FURTHER TO THE OPEN LETTERS 


by Ted Thoday 

I have been very fortunate in Roger 
Lloyd's courtesy in sending me a copy of 
his letter, and to Rex Little for sending 
me copies of both Gordon Duncan's and 
Roger's. What a contrast between the 
two! My original letter achieved its 
main purpose, it got two people thinking, 
and writing, hopefully a few more will do 
the same. My apologies for having stomp- 
ed so heavily on Gordon's war wound. 

| First I'll attempt to answer some of 
@: points raised in Gordon's letter. 

Gordon asks the question of me ‘what 
ARE the needs of the membership?' I 
don't know! I do know that a number of 
people have told me that they are dis- 
satisfied with things as they are. I 
was hoping that the membership would 
tell us what they want. I agree, it is 
extremely difficult to get the members of 
any voluntary organisation to say, or do, 
anything. 

If we get the usual response of 
half a dozen letters, or so, to my orig- 
inal one, it could be arqued that as the 
other 800 or so members aren't inter- 
ested, the Association should be dis- 
banded. It could just as easily be 
argued that they are totally satisfied 
with every aspect of the Association's 

Peesration, so don't change = anything; 
or a thousand and one other possibilities. 
Pays yer money - takes yer chances. 

If the membership does respond, in 
quantity, to these various letters, per- 
haps the Federal Committee of Management 
will have some idea of what the member- 
ship wants and can put the crystal ball 
away, but usually most people look to 
"management' to lead; that's the way most 
of us are taught from an early age and it 
continues through our working life. 

There are a number of reasons, that 
I am aware of, why the Western Australian 
membership doesn't go into print; there 
are undoubtedly others. It is = much 
easier for most people to out their view- 
point face to face with someone, than 


_ 


to write a letter, and this appears to 
happen; a number of members have spoker: 
to me personally at Meltham, others have 
phoned me at home. I have asked each of 
these people to write to the Editor, 
or the Federal Committee. In the context 
of my open letter, at least a dozen people 
have expressed views to me about’ the 


points made, all have been asked to write 


to Rex. So far I understand Rex has 
three replies - Gordon's, Roger's and one 
other. Gordon has also made a submission 
to the Federal Committee in which he 
expands on the points made by Roger (1 
have been sent a copy of that submission, 


by the Federal Secretary, and will discuss 


it later). 

The Western Australian members do not 
write letters to the Branchline - there is 
no ‘letters to the Editor’ column: any 
"articles' which are received by Graham 
Watson, our Branch Reporter, which rightly 
should be in Journal, are forwarded to 


Rex. I would invite your attention 
to a paragraph near the end of my open 
letter, which states - 'that the policy 


of the WA Committee has been, and still 
is, that the Branchline will not carry 
articles more suitable to Journal, and it 
was not intended to usurp Journal's pos- 
ition of function’. | 

A copy of each issue of Branchline 
has been sent to Rex, basically for him 
to use as ‘Branch Notes's; he has been, 
is at liberty to use all the material if 
he so desires. I understand from Rex 
that he is reproducing a complete issue of 
Branchline in the July/August issue of 
Journal so that everyone cansee what it's 
all about. Perhaps Rex will also con 
Sider reproducing, in the next issues 
of Journal, a full 'Smoke Signal’ and 
"Green Board'; this will enable the 
membership to see what a few of us have 
been priveleged to see. 

The ‘other model railway organis 
ation’ that I belong to is the EM Gauge 
Society. I've been a member since May 
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1968. The EMGS is based in UK and is a 
world-wide body. There are over a thou- 
sand members. Yes, the distance problem 
does exist, some 12 O00 miles in my case. 
There are members in various places 
around the world, including sizeable 
groups in Canada and Australia, and mem. 
bers in the Armed Forces. Up to 1973 I 
was in the Royal Navy, at various places 
around the world, including an operational 
warship. Since 1973 I've been in Western 
Australia, so during my time as an EMGS 
member, I've not had the opportunity 
to be active in its organisation. 

Several years ago, in response to 
pressure from the membership, and after 
the sort of discussion and soul searching 
that I hope is being generated by our 
various letters and submissions,’ the 
EMGS instructed a ‘company lawyer’ to draw 
up a modern constitution that fitted 
the needs of the members and the aims of 
the EMGS into the future. The proposed 
constitution was later accepted by the 
membership. 'Marsh- 
shalling Yard’ was very similar to our 
Journal, and was having the same prob- 
lems - high production costs, extended and 


The EMGS magazine 


inefficient production chain, irregular 
appearance, lack oof articles, etc. 
I gathered that the Society was stag- 
nating. 

Then this breath of new life. 


The Marshalling Yard has been allowed to 
slowly die; I think it is some three 
years since the last one appeared. All 
information, articles, drawings, etc, 
that used to appear in MY are now pub- 
lished either in the Society's newsletter, 
or the Manual. 

The paragraph in Gordon's letter, 
which starts - ‘Your ideas, numbered 1 to 
5..-.-' falls into the 'prototype for 
everything! category. 

’ If you take my ideas Nos 2, 3, 5 
and 6, in general terms these functions 
are performed, and have been for some 
years by the EMGS Trade Officer, who, I 
understand, is the ‘computer training 
officer’ for a major international com- 
pany's UK operation. 


The latest trade list shows 198 items 
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available for either 18.83 or 18.2 mm 
gauges, or both. Audited sales figures 
for the year ended August 1981 were 
¥ 19 442.13, which shows a gross profit of 
2408.88. According to the Chairman's 
Report to the last AGM, the Trade Officer 
despatches between 40 and 50 parcels 
of trade supplies each week!! 

The Trade Officer is also the Editor/ 
Publisher/Compiler of the EMGS newsletter 
and manual. He, together with a small 
band of volunteers, collates the printed 


matter, envelopes it, amd labels the 
envelopes, adds the postage and posts 
them. That happens every two months, 


regularly. The Trade Officer is an 
unpaid official. 

The latest mailing shot contained 
the June/July newsletter 4 x A4 pages, 
1 and 1/3 x A4 pages of trade list, 6 x A4 
pages of new manual sheets. The majority 
of these 11 and 1/3 pages printed on 
both sides, plus a single odd sheet form 
for the trade supplies. This constitutes 
a fairly average bi-monthly mailing shot. 
The cost? UK members' 
tion £4.50, overseas £6 which covers 
our mailing shots at airmail rates. 
These rates are not being increased for 
the 1982/83 year. 

The manual now has over 50 sheets, 
the majority printed on both sides. The 
manual is in looseleaf form which enables 
page amendments to be made with ease, and 
several have been amended since the manual 
was first initiated. 

The newsletter and manual sheets 
are despatched in an A4 size envelope so 
that the sheets are received flat. 
If the individual member wishes to fold 
his newsletter and staple it he can, 
if he wishes to file it flat he can do 
that also, without an ugly crease down the 
middle. 

The Society's Annual Report shows 
¥ 7309.25 spent on publications. 

Due to the activities of the Society, 
and the pressure the Officers have exerted 
on the model railway trade in UK, many 
items are now made for EM gauge, and 
many more have suitable clearances for the 
wider wheel spacings, etc. 


annual subscrip- 
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I was not aware that my letter was a 
personal attack on any member, or members, 
either directly or indirectly. I did not 
refer to any member by name, other than to 
quote a part of a letter from the Federal 
Secretary. Unfortunately that quote was 
not printed exactly as I had written 
it. Apart from the Editor, 'does this 
sound like a foreigner?’ inserted in my 
letter, no one, Federal Committee, Editor, 
or Tim Dunlop have made any comment to me 
about that matter. If I have offended 
Tim, or caused him embarrassment, | apol- 
ogise. I have written to Tim personally 


| on this matter. 

6 The Branchline is typed by voluntary 
labour, when available, at no cost, al- 
ternatively it is typed by the Department 
of Youth, Sport and Recreation, who also 
provide the paper and do the printing, all 
paid for. It is part of the service 
the Department offers to ‘leisure’ groups 
in Western Australia. 

The stapling and wrapping, etc (we 
don't use envelopes), and the postal 
sorting is done by members at Meltham on a 
meeting night.  Branchline is registered 
with Australia Post for positing as Cat- 
egory 'B' Postage is paid at 
that rate. 

All expenses incurred in producing 
to members 


mail. 


Branchline and posting it 
is paid for from Branch funds as part of 
Our service to the membership. 

@ The Federal Constitution specifically 
bans the State Branches from imposing a 
"levy' on members. The Western Australia 
State Branch raises its funds by other 
legitimate means involving the active mem- 
bers in a lot of hard work and long hours, 
mainly at exhibitions and displays. 

As ‘constructional’ articles are 
not published in Branchline, I am unable 
to comments I invite the Queensland 
and New South Wales Branches to comment 
on that point. 

My suggestion that a detailed break- 
down of the costs of producing Journal be 
published, had one aim to let each member 
see exactly what each part of the process 
is costing. Just may be, somewhere out 
there, we have a member who can think of a 


> 


better way of doing the job, anc 
some economies, without having to do ary 
thing which could be considered illegal. 
If anyone in the Association is gettiny 
"rake off', I am sure that our Auditors 
are perfectly capable of uncovering the 
scheme. 


4k 1) Ny 


If you refer to the annual finary 14! 
report on page 4 of Journal 146, it wil! 
be seen that the costs of publishirny 
Journal are shown under three headinys 
printing, postage, Journal expenses 
which really doesn't give sufficient 
information for any interested member to 
evaluate any possible cost saving ideas. 

Gordon's point No 7 - appoint an 
Associate Editor to each State - the 
Western Australia Branch Reporter, Graham 
Watson, has been doing this for some cor- 
Siderable time. Our members are encoul 
aged to send articles for Journal to 
Graham, who then forwards them to Rex. 
can still write direct to 
Rex if they so desire. 

Most of the contributors to Branch. 


Our members 


line type their material; they also 
conform to the typing area of the Branch- 
line page size, which makes Graham's 


job a lot simpler; frequently all he has 
to do is to cut the material to fit with 
other articles, make a paste up and send 
it to the typist. 

Having spent some considerable time 
answering Gordon's points and 
the information he appeared to want, | 
will follow on into Roger's letter. 

In principle I agree with most of 
what Roger has suggested. His ideas for 
purchasing our own printing equipment has 
considerable merit. This idea, together 
with a submission Gordon has made to the 
Federal Committee, is to 
shortly by the Branch Committee of Manage 
ment, at the request of the Federal Com 
mittee, who provided us with a copy of the 
submission, So I would emphasise that 
views in this letter are my own personal 
ones and do not reflect the attitude '\ 
the WA Committee necessarily. 

I agree with Roger, the time take 
from deadline to posting is far too lony, 
and appears to be caused by a 


Giving 


be discussed 


‘civil! 
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service paper shuffling’ process. 
Perhaps it would be better this 
ways 
. Editor receivers copy 
Copy to typist for typing 
. Typed copy to Editor for proof read, 
any corrections done 
Editor 
printer 
. On receipt of printer material it is 


makes paste up, sends. to 


enveloped (by group of volunteers) 
and posted 
The problem of the 'despatchers' 


knowing who is financial, and therefore 
entitled to receive the mailing shot 
can be overcome fairly simply; the Reg- 
istrar be made responsible to supplying 
the ‘'despatchers' with pretyped labels, 
addressed to every financial member. The 
labels to be self-adhesive - these will be 
necessary if Gordon's submission idea No 2 
for plastic enveloping is implemented. 
Suitable labels are readily available, and 
can be obtained in sheets to fit a type- 
writer or other word processing printer. 

Our Branchline takes a maximum of 14 
days from deadline to posting, 
a Similar sequence. 

If Roger's idea of purchasing our own 
equipment is agreed to, I would suggest 
that we look at the possibility of print- 
ing material for other 'hobby' groups, 
which would enable a small profit to 
be made and get better utilisation of the 
equipment. It may be we have a 'pen- 
sioner’ who would be willing and able to 
operate the equipment for us, say, for a 
small honorarium. Obviously we shall 
have to ensure that we conform to any 
rules or regulations that exist in Vic- 
toria governing this type of operation. 

Now to Gordon's submission - Some 
Food for Though. (I hope this is going 
to be published in Journal.) 

Overall a very good submission, 
and Gordon is to be commended for the 
ob-vious amount of work he has put into 
it. Here are a few more ideas. I'll 
use Gordon's sequence to start with. 

Idea No 1. Membership duration. 
The present system would appear to have 
one major disadvantage, and this would be 


using 
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continued with Gordon's idea, all the re- 
newals happen at the same time, which 
that the Registrar has one peak 
period per year and very little during the 
remainder. 


means 


A member's sub- 
scription becomes due on the anniversary 
of his joining the Association, or say 
the end of the calendar month in which 
it falls. 

This would 


How about this: 


spread the Registrar's 
work load, balance the cash flow, and 
would added complication of 
part year's dues as happens now, and is 
suggested should be take a stage further. 

The key ring idea - good, but I'm not 
sure whether the cost saving quoted is 
justified. The Company with whom I am 
associated supplies key rings, of a good 
quality, embossed with the Company's 
logo, at a cost of $6.30 for four. 

As I said in the ‘open letter’, mem- 
bership cards could be sent with the 
next available Journal mailing shot, which 
saves the postage and envelopes, and 
the same thing could be done with the 
renewal notices. So that all the Assoc- 
iation has to pay for is the cost of the 
notice and membership card. 


save the 


Idea No 2. Plastic 'envelopes’. 
Brilltert, 
Idea No 3. I've said something 


about this earlier. 
ally doing what 


WA is already basic- 
is suggested for the 
sub-editor. More detailed comment will 
undoubtedly come after the WA Branch 
Committee has discussed the whole sub- 
mission. 

Production of Journal - basically I 
agree with Gordon's comments on the print- 
er, platemaker and collator. 

If Journal/newsletter/manual are pro- 
duced on A4 sized paper, and despatched 
flat, we will not need a stapler and 
a continuing supply of staples, 
saving about $60 initially. 

Similarly, a guillotine will not be 
needed for these sheets. If it proves 
necessary to cut quantities of paper 
for dockets, invoices, etc, this could be 
done more economically commercially. 
Snap Instant Print in Perth quote $2.50 to 


thereby 
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cut a ream of A4 paper into four equal 
sized pieces, i.e. quarter the sheet. 
Saving another $167.40. And not having 
to provide operating and storage space 
FoR it. 

If the sheets are despatched flat, 
creasing and folding is obviously not 
necessary, and that is one less operation 
that 'someone' must perform. 

Advertising - looking through recent 
Journals there are on average six pages of 
‘adverts’; with one exception, all they 
do is put the trader's name and address 
before the members, the odd one actually 
quotes some prices. 

It is possible that this situation 
has been reached because of the long 
lead times involved in the production of 
Journal, and rapidly changing prices. 

Another thought provoker is that we 
could do away with the position of Adver- 
tising Manager and all advertising in 
Journal. Yes I know it brought $760.10 
last year. 


If the manual idea gets off the ground 
have a section devoted to the trade. 
Allow the trade, both wholesale and re- 
tail, the privelege of having their name 
address and phone number, plus some in- 
dication of the range of products they 
Carry published in the Manual, for a 
12-month period for a fee to be decided. 
It should be possible to fit three adverts 
Similar to those on page iii of Journal 
146, each side of an A4& size sheet. 
It would only need the ‘Manual Collator' 
to send out a series of 'form' letters 
towards the end of each year, inviting 
the traders to participate. Those who 
reply get mentioned, those that do not, 
don't. 

The cardboard cover of the present 
style Journal is considered a waste; its 
function is to hold the pages together, 
protect them and look pretty. It would 
be unnecessary if the flat individual 
sheet format was adopted, and there would 
be another saving. 

Between us we've said a considerable 
amount about Journal, but what about the 
other things the Association does, shoul 
be doing, is proposing to do. 


Norm Read, in his Secretary's Desk 
has asked time and again for some input 
In Journal 146 Norm states that no or 
has written to him regarding the ‘manual 


idea. I know that a fair number hav: 
spoken to me and others in ‘official 
positions about this. Well get away 


from the TV for an hour or so, put pen t 
Paper, and let us know what you want 
Even if you only say ‘yes, I like the 
idea’ it would help. Hopefully some o? 
you out there will say more than that: 
tell us what you would like put 
+t. 
account of how you put ZYX models, cas 
magarine kit of a Tibet Yak Truck togethe: 
on the far side of the black stump with e 
temperature around 200. Perhaps you'v: 
just had a new railway book for 
birthday, why not tell us a little about 
it. Someone might want one, but noi 
know it exists. 

To a large extent, one only receive: 
if one is first prepared to give. Think 
about that; if the active members of thx 
Association stopped giving of their time 
and expertise, etc, there would be ni 
Association, and the same is true abou’ 
all voluntary groups. 

Just between you and me, Rex is 
having his birthday changed this year tc 
the 15th October. wWould® you all joi 
with me and send him a birthday present” 
Each one of our 800 or so members write 
him an article, no matter how small, 
about something concerned with railways 
and/or railway modelling; I know he'd 
just love to get that pile on his door- 
step. 


ints 
May be even give us a blow by blo 


you 


That's enough from me - having start- 
ed the ball rolling, so to speak, I need 
a lot of help to keep the momentum going. 
So let's be hearing from you. 


FE 35 2E HE FE HE HE FE FE FE FE FE FE HE HE I 3E 36 SE SE SE SE EE 4G 3 3 36 36 36-96 
D D YO U KNO W ? 


That what may be ‘old hat’ to you may 
be news to others? Why not share your 
knowledge? You can't take it with you!! 
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SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


by Gordon Duncan 


There has been much said and a lesser 
amount written - definitely not enough, in 
my opinion, following Ted Thoday's letter 
in Journal 147. A comment made to me 
following the reading of an advance copy 
of a letter I wrote in reply was 'It says 
all we feel!’ Good. But what a pity 
"we' don't come out and say it aloud!! 

However, I do not intend to continue 
in this vein, but rather, following the 
expenditure of a good deal of ‘midnight 
oil', to submit for serious consideration 
some ideas which would, I think, enable 
some savings in time and money. 

The ideas can be implemented if 
those with the necessary powers act re- 
sponsibly and react to the necessity 
for changing a few ingrained habits to 
conform to changing requirements and the 
need to streamline methods to ensure 
greater efficiency. 


~IDEA NO 1 


MEMBERSHIP DURATION, PAYMENT OF 
DUES AND INDICATION OF FINANCIAL 
STATUS 

° Membership duration, generally, shall 
be on a yearly basis. To be from 1 
January to 31 December in each calendar 
year. 

: Require all dues to be paid on or by 
30 November in each year. Notification 
of due date to be given in Journal issue 
preceding 30 November in each year, with 
pro-forma slip to be cut out or copied and 
a note to the effect that NO REMINDERS 
WILL BE GIVEN. 

: New members joining in the first 
quarter shall pay full year's dues, in the 
second quarter, three-quarters, in the 
third quarter, half and in the last quar- 
ter, one quarter of full year's dues. 
Issue all members financial at, 
say, 30 November 1982, with a plastic card 
holder, key-ring type, containing = an 
insert printed with the letters AMRA and 
a facsimile of the Association emblem. 


Institute a colour code system to 
indicate financial status - colour to 
change each year - current colour to be 
advised in the first Journal of each year. 
° Coding to be effected by coloured 
plastic, card or paper slip to fit into 
holder specified above, behind insert. 

° Coding slip to be issued as an insert 
to the first Journal in each year. 

Implementation of this method would 
obviate the necessity to send out Member- 
ship Renewal notices and return of cards 
indicating financial membership, save two 
envelopes and contents, and, at present 
postage rates, 54 cents per member each 
year. Simple arithmetic immediately in- 
dicates a saving of over $450 per year 
based on a membership of 900. 

The initial cost of providing card 
holders, cards and allowing for individual 
postage is estimated at approximately $400 
which would only provide a small saving 
the first year, but considerably more in 
subsequent years, particularly if postage 
rates increase. 


IDEA NO 2 
PACKAGE AND POSTAGE OF JOURNAL 


: Pack and post Journal in a plastic 
cover. "Railraod Model Craftsman’ has 
been using this method for some time now 
and I have yet to receive a damaged copy. 
. Delete any printing 9 on 
Plastic being transparent, 
obvious. 
‘ Address by adhesive label, printed by 
existing methods. 
. Bags could be made and sealed with 
"Calor' bag maker - a low-priced machine. 
Plastic ‘tube’ of appropriate width 
can be purchased in rolls from a number of 
Plastic film manufacturers, and, although 
I have not checked out a price, the cost 
of a similar product used by a hobby shop 
acquaintance of 
etc, 


cover. 
contents are 


mine to cover books, 


leads me to believe that the cost 
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would be well below that of manila envel- 
opes and the printing thereon. 


IDEA NO 3 


DISTRIBUTION OF JOURNAL 

. The Federal Registrar shall be re- 
quired to advise the Distribution Officer 
of any membership changes at least one 
week before the issue of each Journal. 
No contact to indicate 'no change’. 

This requirement would not save 
any money, but it would save the time of 
the Distribution Officer as he would not 
have to contact the Federal Registrar 
prior to issue of Journal, which, I under- 


: stand, is current practice. 


IDEA NO 4 


PRODUCTION OF JOURNAL : 
PRE-PRODUCTION 

2 Diagrammatically, the present system 
of production appears to be something like 
this: 


Gaines 


@ (os! VA 
PRINTER 


This seems to me to be one large 
"bottle neck'; there is no planned flow 
of material, far too much depends entirely 
on the Editor - if he ‘falls by the way- 
side’ for any reason at all, everything 
grinds to a halt - and it appears nece- 
ssary that the work load should be spread 
and more done by more people if the situ- 
ation is to be improved. 


etc, 
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An improved system is indicated dia- 
Grammatically below, and is amplified by 
further suggestions on the following page: 


MANAGING 
EDITOR 


PRINTER | PUBL ISHER ADVT 
DISTRIBUTION 


This system would require the ap- 
pointment of a Managing Editor and at 
least four sub-editors - one each for 
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and 
Western Australia - the latter being re- 
sponsible for all copy from their respec- 
tive states. Members in other locations 
would communicate direct with the Editor, 
as would the Federal authorities. 


MANAGING EDITOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR; 

Liaison - trouble shooter - purchas- 
ing officer - plugging any leaks in the 
"dyke’. 

EDITOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 

Editing of copy and writing ‘Editor- 
ials’. 

SUB-EDITORS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 

Preparation of 'STATE NEWS', suggest- 
ed as a change from 'BRANCH NOTES’, con- 
taining all information it is desired 
to transmit to members. 

Receipt of correspondence from State 
members intended for publication in 'POP 
VALVE’. 

Receipt and/or collection of con- 
structional articles, ‘Hints and Tips", 
submitted or available from State 
members. 

Collection and/or receipt of copy 
from members or others desiring to adver- 
tise in Journal. Such copy, suitably 
corrected, to be forwarded direct to the 
Advertising Manager. 
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Pre-editing, to the best of their 
ability, and retyping, preferably double 
spaced, of hand written copy to ensure 
legibility and minimise final editing. 

Conformity with deadlines set by the 
Editor. 

This system, if implemented and prop- 
erly carried out, would, it is submitted - 
: place the onus on State members and 
their appointee to ensure that their copy 
arrives on time and contains all relevant 
informations 
° ensure dissemination of information 
Australia-wide - ON TIME - and remove one 
of the causes of dissatisfaction which 
appears general; 

° should, if State appointees do their 
job properly, considerably ease the burden 
‘on the Editor; 

. should also, under the same _ con- 
ditions, provide a reasonably ample supply 
of material to allow a requlated flow 
through the typist; 

° remove the necessity for the majority 
of retyping. 

PRODUCTION OF JOURNAL: 

'DIY' PRINTING 


Having been privileged to obtain a 
Sighting of a letter prepared by Roger 
Lloyd, prior to its appearance, hopefully 
in Journal 149, in which he proposes that 
we should consider printing the Journal 
ourselves and provides facts and figures 
in support, which appear to indicate 
that considerable savings in production 
costs could be effected, I decided, for my 
own edification, to do a  'follow-up' 
and the results of my observations are as 
follows: 

PRINTER 

The type of machine mentioned, and 
viewed, is a self-contained, compact unit, 
occupying a space of approximately 36" x 
24" and approximately 20" high. Opera- 
tion is effected by attaching a prepared 
‘master’ or plate to a cylindrical roll, 
which, when rotated, is inked and trans- 
fers the print to a rubber '‘blanket' 
roller, paper is passed between the ‘blan- 
ket’ roller and feed roller and printing 
occurs. The paper does not touch the 
‘master’ or plate at all; printing is 
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done by transference, hence the term 
‘offset’. 

Paper feed board accommodates approx- 
imately two reams (1000 sheets) and a 
printing speed of 5000 copies per hour is 
well within the capacity of the machine. 

The machine is designed for operation 
by persons with a minimal amount of tech- 
nical knowledge and would appear to offer 
no operational problems if simple instruc- 
tions are observed. 

Maximum paper size accepted is 
350 x 260 mm, but the use of a 337 x 
206 mm sheet, which is a standard, would 
allow production of Journal in its present 
Size and allow setting up of two pages on 
each 'master' or plate. 

80 gram bond paper is recommended, 
and it is understood that this is avail- 
able at approximately $5 per ream, with 


probably some reduction if bought in 
Quantity. . 
Some 21 reams of paper would be 


required to produce one x 900 run of 
Journal, containing 12 sheets or 48 pages, 
so it would probably be economical to pur- 
chase in the region of 100 reams at a time 
and benefit by any reduction for quantity. 

It is understood that a reconditioned 
machine, costing approximately $2000 
Carries a 12-month quarantee and 90 days 
free service (parts only). 


CONSIDERATIONS: 


Type of machine viewed considered en- 
tirely suitable for the purpose envisaged, 
but it is strongly recommended that any 
purchase should only be made from a recog- 
nised firm with a proven ‘back-up" for 
parts and service, if and when required. 


PLATEMAKER : 


The platemaker viewed would occupy 


approximately the same space as the print- ; 


er and operation appears equally simple. 
Machine operates similarly to a photo- 
copier; copy is placed on top, a chem- 
ically treated 'master' or plate, perfor- 
ated on the ends for attachment to printer 
roller, passes underneath and is 'fixed! 
by passing through a chemical bath. 
Minor corrections and/or deletions can be 
made before fixing. 
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Photographs may be reproduced by 
laying a ‘white dot screen’ over the 
photograph on the copy sheet, and I am 
advised that this white dot screen, which 
is supplied in sheet form, approximately 
11" x 14", at approximately $7 per sheet, 
may be cut to size required and reused 
6 - 10 times if care is exercised. 
CONSIDERATIONS 

Purchase of this item is not recom- 
mended. I am advised that plates can be 
made professionally for approximately 
$1.50 each, therefore, allowing for a 
48-page Journal, same size as existing, 

hich would permit two pages per plate, 
@.. cover, 26 plates would be required 
for each issue, costing a total of $39. 
Simple arithmetic shows that on this cost- 
ing, allowing for six issues per year, it 
would take some eight years to recover 
the capital cost, with no allowance for 
interest, purchase of plates and chem- 
icals, maintenance and/or spoilage. 
COLLATOR 

An ingenious contraption which pro- 
vides' for packs of printed sheets to be 
placed in rotation between uprights so 
that the packs sit upright on end and 
Slightly inclined, similar to plates in 
a draining rack. A pressure finger is 
provided in front of each pack and when 
operated, electrically or mechanically, 
these fingers push one sheet of paper in 


a stack upwards. 
A ‘paddle’ with a soft backing is 


pushed across the projecting ends of the 
sheets with one hand and the bundle coll- 
ected at the end of the machine with 
the other. 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Definitely a time saver, but at the 
cost of some $900 plus for a mechanically 
operated unit (the one viewed was elec- 
trically operated), it is strongly recom- 
mended that serious consideration be given 
to other methods. 

A ‘correspondence’ tray type of 
unit’ with, say, 13 divisions would allow 
preliminary storage of printed sheets in 
rotation and the withdrawing and stacking 
of these sheets to form individual Jour- 
nals would not be a very onerous job. 
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This method proved quite satisfactory in a 
Similar situation with which I was con 

nected, and it is further considered that 
the ‘correspondence tray’ unit would 
be required anyway, as the collator viewed 
would not hold the full complement of 
sheets required for an issue of Journal 
in one loading. 


STAPLER 

An obvious requirement. 
viewed at Roneo Alcatel at a cost of some 
$60, plus, while another was priced at 
F J House Pty Ltd, Glenhuntly, at $57. 
Both machines would be suitable. Staples 
for the F J House unit were quoted at 
$3.70 per 5000 for 44/6 (4") and $4.05 
per 5000 for 44/8 (5/16"). Prices for 
staples for the Roneo Alcatel were not 
quoted, but it is assumed they would be 
Similar. 
GUILLOTINE 

It is considered that to ensure as 
‘professional’ an appearance as possible, 
some final trimming will almost certainly 
be required, therefore a guillotine be- 
comes essential. It is, =of » Course, 
obvious that this machine would not be 
limited to trimming of Journal, separ 
ation of dockets, invoices, ballot papers, 
competition entry forms, etc, printed in 
multiples on single plates, would provide 
another and use for it could also prob 
ably be found in the library. 

A suitable type of machine would be 
as follows: 
"DAHLE' Model 561. 
All metal. 
Table size - 440 x 265 mm (approximately 
174" x 104"). Cutting length - 360 mm 
(14"), 
Automatic paper clamp, safety guard and 
cutting capacity in excess of 24 sheets of 
80 gram bond paper, plus a light card 
cover. 
Price (as at 22 June 1982) - $142.50 + 
174% sales tax = $167.40 
Obtainable from - 
WH Annett Pty Ltd 
18 Terracotta Drive 
BLACKBURN 3130 


One was 


German manufacture. 


Telephone 878 3355 
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CREASING AND FOLDING 


I have not, to date, been able to 
locate any reasonably priced device for 
this purpose. Several ‘home-made’ items 
appear possible and research is proceed- 
ing. Of course, it may be possible 
that that ever-useful person ‘'someone 
else' may have some ideas on the subject. 

I have listened carefully to various 
comments and suggestions that have been 
made with regard to possible improvements 


that could be made to Journal, and have 
been fully aware that much improvement 
MUST be made in all directions if it 


is to fulfil the role that it is intended 
for and I must commend Roger for more or 
less bringing things to a head and act- 
Ually DOING something about it instead of 
just talking. 

I had serious misgivings when I 
first considered the proposal to 'DO IT 
OURSELVES', because I was not aware of the 
advances that had been made in the ‘desk 
top' type of printer and anything in 
the way of 'duplicators' did not seem to 
me to be the answer, nor did photo-copiers 
good as they are, sO, once again, an 
accolade to Roger for his ideas. 

Following my own investigations, I am 
now of the opinion, for what it is worth, 
that the idea is both practical and feas- 
ible, providing only that we can obtain a 
reasonable amount of committed help, 
both from our own Branch members and 
also from other branches and individuals 
and it must again be stressed that no one 
can expect to get anything out of any 
organisation, association or ‘what have 
you', unless they are prepared to put 
something into it first! 

I earnestly hope that the ideas, 
observations and recommendations I have 
put forward will be accepted in the spirit 
in which they are offered - in a desire to 
be of assistance - a good deal of time 
and thought have gone into them and if 
they are accepted as being constructive, I 
shall be well satisfied. 
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John Hill demonstrates scenery pointers 
on his ‘Puffing Billy’ HOn3 display at 
the 1982 Queensland Branch Exhibition. 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for publica- 
tion. 
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A LETTER TO AMRA AND SCMRA/AMRM 


The question of standards for HO now is the time to stand up and be count 
model railways in this country has been ed. 
mentioned of late in the publications from The suggestion in AMRM that manu 
both Associations. facturers cater to the LIMA coupler is, |! 
The SCMRA appears to have taken believe, a backward step. What next? 
the American NMRA standards as the norm Should the wheelset makers change to 
and reviews in AMRM on trackwork and the Lima profile? Lima may currently be 
wheelsets seem to be judged by these the leader in the Australian ‘ready to run 
standards. The AMRA has their own set of market place’, but will they always be in 
standards and gauges and same wheelsets that position. 
entinel) appear to have been produced to I would suggest that we DO NOT let 
hese standards. Surely it is time for practicality be the order of the day and 
both Associations to get together and work that we DC learn from the mistakes made 
out one set of standards suitable to the overseas and promote standards suited to 


all our needs. , 

So how about it AMRA and SCMRA, get 
your heads together for the future good of 
the hobby in this’ country; work out 
a common set of standards which meet 
the needs of ALL Australian modellers, 
setting aside any personal sacred cows, 
and stick to them. 


needs of the Australian modeller. 

Just as important is the need for all 
concerned to actively encourage manu- 
facturers of Australian outline equipment 
to conform. 

One area where both Associations seem 
to agree is the recommended coupler; this 
being the NMRA coupler. this coupler has 
one distinct advantage over couplers from 
the European manufacturers; it is attach- 
ed to a model in essentially the same 
place as the coupler used by serious 
modellers of the Australian scene, the 
KADEE . 

It is a fact that there are those who 
ly use ready to run models and there 
are those who build their models down to 
the last rivet, but perhaps the majority 


R Comerford 
Lake Cargelligo 


PS Copy sent to AMRM as well. 
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are those who use a little of each and are A.M.R.A. 
progressing from proprietry to. scale. HON. LIFE MEMBERS 
Surely a standard which makes changing as : | 
Painless as possible is good for manu- UP to 1982 
facturers aiming at either end of the Tim Dunlop Faith Dean 
market. Margaret Dunlop Ernie Dean 
' fant z b " Alan Wilson Norm Read 
. ee ee Se ee sia Rick Richardson Rex Little 
Qiven us some superb ready to run Austra- Arthur Harrold Maurie McKinnon 
lian models, does not conform to either Jack Treseder June Dunn 
Cedric Rolfe Stuart Westerman 


set of Association standards in respect of 
wheel profile and coupler type. 

This is just one manufacturer! Most 
of the others (Japanese, Korean and Aust- 
ralian) do conform. If the Associations 
believe in the value of their standards, 36-36-36 36-36 36-46-36 36 9E IE FE SE IE 3 HE 36 3E IE 36 SEE 9 SE SE 9E SE IE FE HE IE IE 9E 3 IE FE HE Ge 2E BE oe 3 


Bob Gorrell 
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Photo 1 


On the Queensland Branch's layout at the 1982 Exhibition, two NSW Garratts remotored 


by Rodney James of Grafton, pass a 2100 class (Athern SD45 narrow gauged to HOn34) 
built by Warring Geddes. 


Photo 2 


A TT Berliner Bahnen 2-8-2 Tank, converted to a QR HOn34 C17, was seen at the Queens- 
land Branch's 1982 Exhibition. This loco combines the talents of three members. 
President Cec Wall modified the mech, Steve Malone built the body, and John Hill added 
details and paint. 


Photo 3 


On Steve Malone's layout at the Queensland Branch's 1982 Exhibition, three loco build- 
ers are represented here. From the left they are: | 
Neil Johnman's 1550 class, No 1552, using a Mainline class 45 mech, Michael Mawson's 
DH72, using an Athern mech. 

Steve Malone's Beyer Garratt No 1009, using Hamo mechs. 
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2 
The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
I refer to Ted Thoday's letter in the 
AMRA Journal, March-April 1982 issue. 
The letter was certainly a_ long 


one and presented a lot of difficult 
questions. After a lot of deliberation 
and letter drafting, I realised I simply 
didn't have any effective answers at 
all. 
@ The overall problem seems to be 
ne of ineffective communication between 
intra and interstate members. 

As a metropolitan member, I have 
learned from a year as a committeeman that 
the Committee of Management are really 
hard workers. The ordinary members just 
don't realise how dedicated they are. 
I'm all for an upgraded Journal and State 
Newsletters, but the problem is who is 
going to do the work. Many volunteers 
would be needed and, apart from the reg- 
ular few, they are very hard to find. I 
do not judge members here. Many are 
doing very well to come along to even some 
of the meetings. Just how much time can 
a member give to the Association after his 
long list of priorities on his time’ 


FOR 
READERS LETTERS 


Perhaps if some members could write a 
short letter containing just one construc- 
tive idea, then perhaps there would be 
some new ground to work on. 

My idea is as follows: 

Many AMRA members could partly break down 
the communication gap themselves, espec 
ially country members. Through a co 
ordinator in each State any member could 
state his willingness to welcome another 
member into his home, whether to talk or 
operate a layout doesn't matter; to 
be hospitable is the main thing. "It 
would be too risky" some would say 
but life is full of risks. I doubt if 
anyone would find themselves too hard 
pressed in this matter. Members who 
are travelling could make a point of 
checking with the co-ordinator if ..there 
are any members in the places he is visit - 
ing who would like to be contacted and 
then make the necessary prior arrange- 
ments. I feel the list should discrimin- 
ate between senior and junior members. 

May there be lots of Ted Thoday types 


around to promote a deep spirited AMRA. 
Sincerely 
David Morrison 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

May I be allowed to point out an 
error in the publication of my article 
'Red for Danger'? On line 12 of column 2 
page 60, the word '‘'visible' has been 
substituted for ‘risible', meaning, as I 
have no doubt you are aware, ‘laughter - 
provoking’. Could you publish a correc- 
tion? 

The Brighton Line is still very much 
alive, but I am finding the acquisition 
of additions and replacements more and 
more difficult, owing to the terrific rise 
in prices. I don't suppose I'm the 
only one! 

Best wishes for the present and 
the future from 

Yours sincerely 
Jack Makin 
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The Editor 
AMRA 
Dear Rex 

Roger Lloyd in Journal 149, page 105, 
does me an injustice with his statement 
that everyone complains about the Journal, 
but no one does anything about it. 

I've never complained about the 
Journal, and never will, this despite the 
fact that in 17 years no one has written 
an article of any use to me at all. 

Despite this, I have received a 
tremendous amount of help and encourage- 
ment over the years from the Journal, and 
I hope the articles I have managed to 
write have both done something about the 
Journal and helped others. 

When you write for the Journal you 
Never know who you will help, or how you 
will help them. 

B Boydell will no doubt be astonished 
to Know he put just enough in one of his 
letters to enable me to work out a sol- 
ution to the problem discussed in my 


\ 


letter, Journal 145. So successful was 
this that it was later agreed I could 
have another layout. The fact I was 
bored stiff and probably making a pest of 
myself prowling around probably helped a 
bit also. 

I only had one problem - it is im- 
possible for me to learn any or all of 
the necessary arts of our minaturised 
hobby with or without the assistance. 

The new layout was conceived in 
blindness, born in blood and sweat, and 
developed sitting on a floor with one arm 
in a sling. To quote her - ‘at least you 
didn't do it while I had my cake in t 
oven’. Decent of me I'm sure. t 

This required inventing a new form of 
our hobby, a new type of baseboard, a new 
type of track laying, a new type of train 
running, new concepts in scenery, and 
five new types of building construction, 
four of which are now obsolete. 

All except the baseboard, which 
was designed on considerations that no 
longer apply, are up to the required 
standard - that I would not be embarrassed 
if it was photographed and published 
in the Journal. 

Technical skills required. Basic 
track laying, the simplest wiring, stra- 
ight lines, 90° angles, paint one colour 
only on a piece of material. 

The baseboard, suitable for its 
purpose for now, will over the next courl® 
of months, be replaced with another I'v 
invented - just to make it look better 
when (not if) photographed for the Jour- 
nal. 

None of this has been easy - but it 
has been worthwhile. 

Sometimes though, I stop and wonder 
what is wrong with so many members who 
keep complaining about the Journal, keep 
demanding different sorts of articles, 
and/or a greater variety of articles. 
Certainly it isn't much encouragement to 
write articles when you know any issue is 
likely to contain complaints that ‘there 
is nothing in the Journal for me' or 'the 
Journal is useless’. 


I'm convinced I know what is wrong 
with me - by some freak of genetics I was 
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born without whatever it takes to learn 
Journal style modelling and to build 
a Journal style layout. Still that's 
only worth a giggle now and again. 

So, perhaps you can tell me what is 
wrong with these chaps? They must be 
worse off than I am. 

I say unto those who are complaining 
about the Journal - if you are not satis- 
fied, get off your back sides and do some- 
thing about it. 

Perhaps sir, 
those of us who need the Journal the 
least, value it the most, and get the 


ost benefit from it, and contribute 
® most to it. 
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NEWS FROM OTHER 
CLUBS 


NEPEAN SUB-BRANCH 

It is with much pleasure that we have 
to announce that the Nepean Sub-Branch has 
a meeting place once again. We meet on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month at 7 pm, at the St Mary's Community 
Art Centre, Mamre Road, St Marys. It 
@ to be the Library building, situated 

ext to the Memorial Hall, just around the 
corner off the Great Western Highway. 
You can't miss it. 

Now that we are more conveniently 
placed than the old clubroom was at Lon- 
donderry, it is expected that the numbers 
attending meetings will increase. 

At present we hold running nights on 
the HO modules owned by the members and 
assembled to make a 12 m x 3m oval layout 
with sidings, passing loops and turntable 
fully sceniced. Two other members have 
modules under construction which could 
nearly double the size of this layout. 
The hall we are hiring at present will not 
be big enough soon. We are looking 
for somewhere bigger and more permanent. 
Film nights are planned. So keep in 


Yours sincerely 
Eric G Watson 


it is..@ matter .that 
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touch if you are interested. Other 
activities will no doubt be held as ou 
numbers increase. 

The HO modular layout was on show at 
Gosford Model Railway Exhibition on 17, 18 
and 19 September. 

Michael Guest 
31 Birch Street 
ST MARYS NSW 2760 
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Gladstone Model Railway Club 
PO Box 47 
GLADSTONE Qld 4680 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

As Secretary of the above Club, | 
been asked to write to you on several 
accounts. The first is to ask if you can 
find room in Journal to print the follow- 
ing particulars of our Club. 

The Gladstone Model Railway Club has 
its monthly meetings the second Wednes- 
days of each month in the clubrooms, 
the end pavilion at the Showgrounds at 
7s. In addition, there are 
running sessions every Wednesday night 
at 7.30 pm and work sessions every Sat- 
urday at 1 pm till around 3.30 pm, with 
running permitted after this. The 
Club is always seeking new members and 
all visitors are welcome. 

It might also be prudent to print the 
Club address shown above in case someone 
wishes to write. 

Secondly, the Club is planning to go 
modular. Have you any information on any 
standards that might exist regarding 
HO gauge modular concepts? 

Thirdly, do you know where we might 
obtain an N gauge track gauge? 

Hoping you can be of assistance with 
the aforementioned, we eagerly anticipate 
your prompt reply. May you find a little 
free time to enjoy your modelling and 
wishing you peace, happiness and pros 
perity. 

W J Hughes 
HON SECRETARY 
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BRANCH NOTES 


AND STATE NEWS 


QUEENSLAND BRANCH NOTES 


From the Queensland Branch we wish to 
pass best wishes and every encouragement 
to the Victorian Branch in their efforts 
to produce a better and cheaper Journal. 

The Queensland Branch's Clubrooms 
have certainly been used to the best ad- 
vantage recently. Progress on the Club- 
room layout system is going ahead at 
an astongishingly fast rate and the major- 
ity of 16.5 mm track system should be 
in operation late in August. In Queens- 
land, versatility is the name of the game. 
With members scattered over a large range 
of scales, its been our aim to provide 
for as many as possible. All 16.5 mm 
trackage is laid to cater for OO, HO 
and Sn34 modellers. 12 mm track caters 
for HOn34 and TT modellers, and 9 mm 
track to suit N and TTIn34. 

A very well appointed despatcher's 
(control clerk) desk is being set up to 
control the majority of the Branch system. 
The operator here will have contact by 
telephone to every station and control of 
all main line track blocks. Four main 
line controllers have been allowed for. 
The ideas of many members have been used 
in the setting up of this system and 
its good to see so many taking part. 

The kitchen and dining room in the 
Clubrooms is always being put to good use. 
The fridge, pie warmer, urn and sandwich 
toaster enables members to spend all day 
and night at the Clubrooms, greatly in- 
creasing the progress of Club projects. 

Some of the ladies of the Branch are 
often seen in the Clubrooms - at non-meal 
times they use the kitchen area for TV 


watching, handicrafts and cooking. Marie 
Hill was seen recently with her latest 
addition - a brass HO scale NSW C30 class 
loco - what will they think of next? 

We wish to thank Steve Suggitt who 
recently handed over his Sn34 collection 
to the Branch. He intends to go into S$ 
gauge (English) a bit more these days and 
felt the Sn34 models would be of good use 
to the Branch to encourage local model- 
lers. Quite so! Steve's models were 
placed on display at our last exhibition 
and caused quite a great deal of interest. 
As well, his rolling stock has been run 
regularly on the Clubroom's system re- 
cently. Despite the age of some of 
the models, they are running very well 
indeed. 

Other good news is that the Club 
will soon be back into full oper- 

Terry Paton has been overhauling 
it recently and it's as good as new. A 
new bench with lock up space below wal 
also fitted. 


Some people think us Queensland 
Brancher's are a mob of QR modellers - not 
so - they are in the minority. Our 
Vice President Jes has just completed 
a scratchbuilt GWR King (4-6-0) in N 
scale. Brass and styrene were used 
to make this tiny and beautiful model. 
We hope to enclose a photo of it ina 
future Journal. 

One of the present projects is a 
"Switching Layout’ (shunting) puzzle 
layout similar to the 'Timesaver' mention- 
ed in US modelling magazines. The idea 
is to shunt various wagons to their loca- 
tions in the least number of moves. we 
hope this will be part of our display at 


lathe 
ation. 
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the Hobby Show in late November/early 
December. 

In closing, we wish to mention that 
if any members are visiting Queensland and 
wish to pop in on the Queensland Branch, 
please drop a line to our Branch Secretary 
(8 Woburn Street, Woodridge Qld 4114) to 
find out details of Branch activities. 
You are welcome. 

Steve Malone 
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BRANCH NOTES 


VICTORIAN 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

This is the first Journal printed on 
the Branch's new equipment. I hope you 
are satisfied with the results. For 
those who are interested, the equipment 
purchased was a Rotaprint TTR tabletop 
offset duplicator, a Ricoh S31 platemaker 
and fuser, an A B Dick folder, a Uchida 
a and a Rapid 101 electric sta- 

er. Apart from Journal, it is intended 
that the equipment will also be used 
to print Convention fliers and material, 
exhibition dodgers and programs. Pro- 
viding we have sufficient volunteer labour 
we may also be able to do some work fo 
other clubs and societies for a moderat: 
charge. 

Talking of other clubs and societies, 
if we are to be worthy of the title of 
"Australian Model Railway Association' we 
should endeavour to foster better rela- 
tions with other clubs and = groups. 
We obtain most of our finance from exhi- 
bitions which would not be successful 
without the inclusion of layouts from 
other groups and individuals. There has 
been criticism levelled at the Association 
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recently for its insular attitude. The 
Victorian Committee of Management is 
planning to visit kindred clubs and soc- 
ieties over the next two years, commencing 
with clubs in the country within a couple 
of hours driving distance from Melbourne. 

A new item on this year's agenda is 
the open day to be held on Sunday 20 Feb- 
ruary 1983. An invitation is extended 
to all members of other clubs and groups, 
interstate and country members and also to 
all local members,’ to drop in for a chat, 
enjoy a BBQ lunch and also to run trains 
on the Association's layout. Bring 
your wife or lady friend and show her what 
takes up so much of your- time! ~ If you 
cannot normally attend meetings, please 
try to see the progress of the clubrooms 
and layout. If you are going to come 
from the country or interstate, and it 
would be inconvenient to bring your own 
meat for the BBQ, please drop us a line 
and we will obtain some for you. 

You may have noticed in the agenda, a 
change in emphasis in the subject matter 
of the photographic competitions. As a 
result of a suggestion by Ray Brownbill, 
every second competition is now for a 
photograph of a model (not the fashion 
type!), rather than the prototype. t 
took the hint myself the other day and 
finished off a roll of film photographing 


my 32 class on my small trestle. 1 hope 
they turn out OK! 

FOR SALE 

Broad acres - bargain prices! For 


a small investment of time, purchase 
virgin land on the Club's HO layout. 
On Tuesday nights transform your plot 
with some vegetation. For further 
details on this once in a lifetime 


sale, contact Layout Manager Bill 
SecKer. 
Well, this advertisement is a bit 


"tongue in cheek’, but seriously, we do 
need a couple more people to do some 
scenery work on the layout. Why not 
select a small area and fine detail it? 
The front corner, which was detailed by 
Col Waddingham with assistance by Brian 
Cuskrin, is an example of what can be 
achieved with a little effort. With 
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Peter England away, Arthur Woods will 
appreciate a little assistance. The 


reqular layout team is concentrating on 
the electrical and control side in prep- 
aration for timetable operation. The 
trial operating days being held on the 
first Sunday of the month are proving 
quite enjoyable, and as we develop further 
facilities, we will progress to a full 
timetable running’ session. At that 
stage we will also set aside one night per 
month also for an operating session. 

A future article is planned for 
Journal giving details of the layout's 
development. 

While on the subject of Journal, do 


any Victorian members have any ideas 
on how it can be improved? Should we 
keep to the existing format? I would be 


interested to hear from members with 
their ideas. 
To conclude, 


country 


I would like to advise 
and interstate members who are 
visiting Melbourne, amd they would like 
to visit the club rooms, please ring 
me on 03 459 6508 and I will try to 
arrange it for you. 

Roger Lloyd 
BRANCH PRESIDENT 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH NOTES 


Coming agenda items for the next few 
months. 


SEPTEMBER 

26 Sun General running day, commencing 
at 2 pm 

OCTOBER 

a Vert Operating day, commencing at 
2 pm 

14 Thur General meeting 
"Flash Yours’ - bring along 
your best five-ten slides 
Model competition - your choice 
in standard categories 
Photograph competition - photo 
of a prototype turntable 

31 Sun General running day, commencing 
at 2 pm 

NOVEMBER 

7. Sun Operating day, commencing at 


2 pm 
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11. Thur General meeting 
Vic Branch shows you how with 
modelling clinics 
Model competition - Australian 
produced kit 
Photograph competition - photo 
of a model goods/freight train 

28 Sun General running day, commencing 
at 2 pm 

DECEMBER 

5... General running day, commencing 
at 2 pm 

9 Thur’ General meeting 
Christmas meeting - running 
night : 
Model competition - H G Ar 
strong open modelling com- 
petition 
Photograph competition - photo 
of prototype yard crane or 
derrick 

26 Sun General running day, commencing 


at 2 pm 

There are a couple of points worth 
noting about the agenda. Firstly, there 
will be a working bee on Sunday 14 Novem- 
ber, commencing at 10 am. Anyone who can 
spare an hour or so of their time is 
quite welcome to come and help with a 
general clean up of your Clubrooms - no 
previous experience is required as we will 
train you (no pun intended). 

Secondly, a general running day is 
when you can bring along your 
to run on the Club layout. 
day is when you can come and operate the 
layout in a prototypical manner with the 
rolling stock provided. 

The modelling competition is easy to 
understand. You may bring one model in 
each of the seven categories on the nights 
stated, and the model with the most points 
in each category at the end of the term 
(mext annual general meeting) will be de- 
Cclared the winner. 


tral 


If you have a ques- 
tion about this, consult one of the com- 
mittee. 

All meetings are held at the Club- 
rooms, 92 Wills Street, Glen Iris, and 
there is adequate parking available in 
the railway car park opposite. 


n 
An coe 
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PORT PHILLIP CONVENTION 


The Port Phillip Convention is being 
organised by the Victorian Branch. 

By now, many of you will have receiv- 
ed a preliminary circular asking you 
to indicate your interest in participating 
in the Convention to be held over the 
Queens Birthday holiday weekend next June. 

To help you, here is some additional 
information. The venue will be the Dip- 
lomat Motor Inn, Acland Street, St Kilda, 
Melbourne. For the locals there is 

enty of car parking space available in 

Hotel's car park (free of charge 

or Convention delegates). For the 
sountry, interstate or overseas visitors, 
St Kilda is 5 km from the city. The 
Hotel is only about 100 metres from the 
tram (Stop 30, tram Nos 15, 16, 53 and 
55 from Swanston Street) and between 400 
and 500 metres from St Kilda station. 

Motel type accommodation is available 
at the Diplomat for all ‘out of towners' 
at a moderate cost. The current rates 


are - single $30-32, double $36-38, family 
These rates are for room 


up to four $52. 
only. 


Maeve 


The catering at the Victorian Branch 1982 Exhibition was so ably provided by Pa 
In appreciation, the Association shouted dinner at Rem- 


bill and her assistants. 
brandts Restaurant on 19 June. 
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There is a restaurant on the premises 
and many other eating places and take- 
aways nearby. 

We are negotiating clinics, workshops 
and layout inspections and will give you 
more information when things are more ad 
vanced in the planning. Those of you 
who attended the Hobsons Bay Convention 
during Easter 1981 know the quality of 
the activities then. We are working to 
improve on that. One advantage of the 
Diplomat over the Victoria is that all the 
meeting rooms are centrally located, 
but out of the way of the normal hotel 
traffic. 

The all up cost is expected to be 
about the same as in 1981, so allowing 
for inflation, costs have been kept below 
1981 in real terms. 

The Convention Manager forthe Port 
Phillip Model Railway Convention is Ron 
Thomas . Anyone who would like to assist 
would be most welcome and Ron can be 
contacted at 3 Sturdee Road, Black Rock 
35t93. 

More later. 

Sleeper 
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t Brown- 


Photo by Frank Sheeran 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH NOTES 


THE OPEN LETTER IN JOURNAL 147 


A fair number of members have either 
phoned me at home or spoken to me at 
Meltham regarding the topics raised in the 
letter. I have asked each one to put 
their views on paper and send them to 
the Editor of Journal. Recently Rex 
Little, the Editor, wrote to me and com- 
mented that he had received three letters 
in response to the ‘open letter', not one 
of which was from Western Australia. So 
how about it people, if you would like 
your views and ideas taken into account, 
please put pen to paper. It doesn't 
‘matter too much if your spelling and 
grammar are not all they should be - it's 
part of the Editor's function to correct 
these, providing, of course, that he 
can read what you've written. 

If you do not have your say, you can- 
not expect the Federal Committee or your 
State Branch Committee to know what you 
need, and want, from the Association. 
Any voluntary group such as ours is only 
as good as the members are willing to make 
it and therefore relies very much on 
your participation and making an input to 
the controlling body. 

Ted 


HAVE YOU SEEN...... 


esee. SCale Trains' for June - prototype 
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information on the LNER J50 class O-6-OT, 
and a conversion article on the J50 to 
improve the Lima model - six pages of a 
superb article titled ‘build better struc- 
tures’ - Prototype information on the 
BR(WR) ‘Warship' class diesel hydraulic 
locomotives - Part 1 of a series of art- 
icles on model railway operation. 

sees. Scale Trains’ for July - A three 
part article on the alternatives to '00', 
the first part gives a potted 'history' of 
British '00', the second is about British 
'H0', the third, starting in 'EM'. I 


gather they will be looking at these 


in more depth in subsequent issues, 
also looking at the P4/S4 systems 
18.83 mm gauge. Upgrading tank wagons - 
part 2 of Model Railway Operation - Zero 1 
any one with a Zero 1 system, or contem- 
plating buying one should read this, 
it's almost the beginner's guide and shows 
among other things the fitting and coding 
of the modules - the final part of ‘build 
better structures’ - Prototype information 
on the LMS 'Duchess' class locomotive, 
together with model information on im- 
proving the bornby model with a Crownline 
detail kit, if the photographs are any 
indication the finished model is absol- 
utely superb. 

Both these magazines also have art- 
icles on British trams, and lots of other 

for June - A 


information. 

eees. Model Railways’ © 
Downes' first article of a series, model 

ing buildings from card (the detail he.— 
gets into his buildings just has to be 
seen to be believed) - a discussion on 
compensating wagons - making trees - 
part 2 of Iain Rice's motor survey, the 
X04 derivatives, 6 pages - Another in the 
series of pull out Data Sheets, basic 
electrification - again, plus a lot more. 
eeeee Model Railways' for July - Two 
articles on outdoor garden railways, 
one in 4 mm scale, the other live steam - 
water on your layout, how to make realis- 
tic ponds and rivers, etc - the second of 
Alan Downes’ modelling buildings from 
card - part 4 of basic electrification. 
«eee.'Model Trains’ for April - detailing 
the Hornby model of the LMS and BR(LMR) 
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Ivatt class 2 2-6-0 locomotive - improving 
the Mainline model of the GWR Manor class 
locomotive. 
.eee- Model Trains' for May - constructing 
the Langley Miniature Models O09 kit of a 
Baldwin 2-4-21 locomotive from an etched 
brass and white metal kit (the techniques 
are generally applicable to similar kits 
in other scale/gauge ratios as well) - 
detailing the Grafar '‘'N' gauge model 
of the Southern 'Spam Cans' - scratch- 
building. 
eseee'Model Railway Constructor’ for 
June - signalling your layout, looks 
the prototype requirements, how to 
®.. where to put the signals, and 
what types - the first of a series on the 
srformance of locomotive mechanisms by 
J D Smith, this follows on from previous 
articles on motors - Stephen Williams con- 
tinues his series on model building con- 
struction, gutters, drain pipes and chim- 
neys. 
eeeee Railway Modeller’ for June - an art- 
icle on capacitive discharge, operating 
your points with a diode matrix system, 
the design, logic, components, circuits, 
all you need to know to make one for 
your layout. If you're intending to hol- 
iday in UK, there's a centre spread pull- 
out giving all the known railway and 
model railway attractions in UK. 
eeeee Railway Modeller’ for July - build- 
d a stone viaduct, using the Linka 
@.. - Bob Essery's variations on the 
theme of the Slaters Model of the MR/LMS 
attle van, or how to get at least eight 
different vehicles from the one basic kit. 
The article refers to 7 mm scale, but most 
of it is equally applicable to 4 mn. 

All of the magazines quoted have much 
more than has been shown here. The 
standard of the five UK model railway mag- 
azines is so high that it has become ex- 
ceedingly difficult to decide which, if 
any, NOT to subscribe to. Your corres- 
pondent has taken the easy way out and is 
receiving all five. Some of these will 
be in tthe Branch Library, all of them are 
available from your newsagent. 
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A paper towel dispenser has been ac- 
quired and is to be placed near the sink, 
so please use these paper towels, and not 
the tea towels to dry your hands!! — 
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1982 EXHIBITION REPORT 


The Exhibition is the shop window for 
our hobby - with good displays we can win 
a number of converts to the hobby, and 
hopefully recruits for AMRA. We aim to 
show visitors to the Exhibition how easy 
it is to start in the hobby by having one 
or two layouts which, although assembled 
from proprietary ready to run equipment, 
are realistic representations of the pro- 
totype. 

This year's Exhibition will feature 
quite a few new layouts, hopefully reason- 
ably complete. There will be a variety 
of indoor layouts ranging from LGB 1/22 
scale to N scale and it is hoped that 
there will be steam hauled rides outside 
the main hall. 

There is still time for any AMRA mem- 
bers to tell me that you have something 
that you would like to put in to the Exhi- 
bition. A list of the possibilities was 
given in the’ last but one issue of ‘The 
Branchline’. 

Again this year, we wish to educate 
newcomers and ‘old hands' alike and to do 
this we would like as many AMRA members as 
possible to volunteer to pass on their 
expertise at practical demonstrations of 
modelling skills or at talks on model or 
prototype railways. If you've a desire 
to make a lot of whatever you may need 
for your layout (e.g. trees, track, 
points, signals, control circuits), then 
why not offer to give a continuous demon- 
stration for all or part of the Exhibition 
on that aspect of the .hobby. 

In the next issue of 'The Branchline’ 
there will be a roster form which will 
enable ALL AMRA members in WA to volunteer 
during the Exhibition at a time convenient 
to themselves for some tasks which are of 
their liking. The jobs to be done at the 
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Cxhibition are far from onerous or demand- 
ing and generally everyone will be slotted 
into the jobs which they like doing. So 
keep the weekend of 30 and 31 October com- 
pletely free for the Exhibition. 

On 6 September we will be distribut- 
ing handbills (dodgers) for members to 
distribute in their localities. We 
will also have available some larger 
notices for members to arrange to have 
Placed in local shop windows. Raffle 
‘ticket books will also be available that 
night. 

Alan Porter 
Exhibition Co-ordinator 330 1848 
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PROGRAM 

OCTOBER 

4 Mon Films 

9 Sat Exhibition preparation 


(see note 6) 


13. Wed Exhibition preparation 

18 Mon Exhibition briefing 

23 Sat Exhibition preparation 

2? Wed Exhibition preparation 

29 Fri. Exhibition set up 

30 Sat 1982 Model Railway Exhibition 
31 Sun 1982 Model Railway Exhibition 


TIMES OF MEETINGS AS FOLLOWS: 
Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 
Saturdays 2 pm 
The rooms will be open at least 
15 minutes prior to starting time. All 
meetings will be held at the Clubrooms 
upon Meltham Station. 
LIBRARY NOTES 
Since the last Branchline appeared, 
the following magazines have been among 
the new stock added to the Club library: 
Railway Modeller April, May 1982 
Model Railroader January, April 1982 
Model Trains April, May 1982 
Also, Ted Thoday recently donated a 
substantial number of bound volumes of 
several of the British model railway mag- 
azines. These have filled a lot of gaps 
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in the Club's collection of these mag- 
azines and made it possible for a large 
proportion of the Library's stock of 
British magazines to be in bound volumes. 

I would like to remind you that most 
of the magazines in the Club Library are 
virtually irreplaceable, and as_ such 
should be treated with the greatest care. 
These magazines form a vital part of 
the history of our hobby, as well as 
a vast source of modelling and prototype 
information. 

The stock of the Library is available 
to members at any Club meeting, and if 
you wish to borrow or return any ae, 
magazines, please contact either my a 
istant, Arno de Smalen, or myself, at any 
Club meeting. 


Simon Mead 
Branch Librarian 
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OO GAUGE LAYOUT NOTES 


The Branch Committee recently decided 
to bring the organisation of the GO gauge 
layout into line with that of the N gauge 
layout and the Exhibition. Consequently 
the 00 Layout Committee has been disbanded 
and a ‘Layout Manager' appointed. 

I would like to thank all of the 
members who served on the Layout Committee 
at various times during the last 
years for their help and co-operation. 


Work is now well advanced on a new ' 


extension to the layout's fiddle yard. 
The extension, which will be on a separate 
baseboard, will provide four extra storage 
tracks, effectively trebling the capacity 
of the fiddle yard. This extension is 
primarily intended for use at exhibitions 
and displays. To prevent any trains tak- 
ing unplanned excursions into a brick wall 
when the extension is not in place, it is 
planned that the points controlling access 
to the new fiddle sidings will be con- 
trolled by removable ‘keys’. 

: Simon Mead 
O00 Layout Manager 
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1982 RAILWAY MODELLING 
COMPETITION REPORT 

Bigger, better and brighter would be 
an apt description of the 1982 Railway 
Modelling Competition. A record number 
of 45 entries were received from 17 
modellers - two more than last year - and 
the models were displayed in a very at- 
tractive manner in the Clubrooms for 
public viewing at the ‘Open Night’. 

We have become accustomed to the 
Clubrooms being crowded for the present- 
ation of the trophies, and this year 
was no exception. A further innovation 

this year's competition was the invi- 
e.. to a number of different person- 
alities in the hobby to present the tro- 

lies. 

Ted Thoday, the President of the 
WA Branch of AMRA, presented the follow- 
ing trophies: 

Best Kit Built BR (LNER) B16/3 
Loco 4-6-0, entered by 
Andrew Morling 

LMS 0-4-4T, entered 
by Andrew Morling 
MR/LMS Johnson 2-4-0, 
entered by 

John Carney 

BR SF Class 2-10-0, 
entered by 

George Noble 

Alan Porter, the President of West 
poet Model Railway Club, presented 

following trophies: 

WAGR QV Class flat 
wagon in Sn34, 
entered by 

Gavin Stallard 

WAGR ZJ Guards van in 
TIn34, entered by 
Bob Frayne 

WAGR RBW Class bogie 
open wagon in Sn34, 
entered by 

Gavin Stallard 

GWR six-wheel open 
fish wagon in Sn34, 


entered by 
Ted Thoday 


Highly Commended 


Highly Commended 


Best RTR Loco 


~ Rest Scratchbuilt 
dlling Stock 


Highly Commended 


Highly Commended 


Best RTR Rolling 
Stock 
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Rolf de Groot, the President of the 
Fremantle and Districts Model 
Association, presented the 
trophies: 

Best Scratchbuilt 
Structure 


Railway 
following 


WAGR steel girder 
bridge in S scale, 
entered by 

Gavin Stallard 
Highly Commended Ford 'D' series truck 
in S scale, entered 
by Simon Mead 
Claremont Station 
(WA) in O00 scale, 
entered by 

David Wood 

"Bornstead Lumber Co' 
a 'Fine Scale Minia- 
tures’ kit in Ho, 
entered by 

Frank Godde 

Gothic Cathedral 
(Vollmer) in HO, 
entered by 

Maureen Williams 


Noel Zeplin, the President of the WA 
Division of the Australian Railway His- 
torical Society, presented the following 
trophy s 
Best ‘West Aust- 
ralian' Model 


Highly Commended 


Best Kit Built 


Highly Commended 


WAGR QV flat wagon in 
§n34, entered by 
Gavin Stallard 

Finally, Alan Porter, President of 
the WAMRC, presented the Ossie Gully Cup 
for the Best Model in the Competition to 
Gavin Stallard for his QV flat wagon. 

Even though this year's competition 
was the best yet, we are looking forward 
to an even better competition in 1983. 
Three categories, namely Scratchbuilt 
Locos, RTR Modified Rolling Stock and RIR 
Modified Structures were not represented 
in this year's competition and out of 120 
members, we would hope more than this 
year's total of 11 members will enter. 

Next year's competition, which could 
be held at a larger venue if sufficient 
entries are received, is planned for the 
last weekend in May, so start planning 
your entry NOW. 

G Watson 


He HE HE FE TE HE Fe FEE HE TE SE FE HE FE FE HE FE TE He IE He HE HE SE HE FE SE Se SE FE FE TE 3E 9E FE 2 3E 3t Ht HE Ht 


Page 144 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 150 


SE SE SSeS Dee nG Te he lS sts ss Ts ES a 


THE LOCO HAULING CONTEST 
Proved to be a most interesting and 
entertaining evening. A total of 33 
locos were entered. 
The results were as follows: 
Diesel/Electric Outline, plain wheels 
Best puller - Tony Gray's Athearn USOC 
142.0 grams 
Most efficient - Simon Mead's Bachmann 
FQ - 29.40% 
Diesel/Electric Outline, rubber tyred 
wheels 
Best puller - Tony Gray's Pemco GG 
electric - 142.1 grams 
Most efficient - Tony Gray's Pemco GG 
electric - 31.62% 
Steam Outline, plain wheels 
Best puller - Ron Congdon's Schnarbal 
DBO1 - 198.8 grams 
Most efficient - Henry Brooks’ Lima 
GWR 45XX - 28.93% 
Steam Outline, rubber tyred wheels 
Best puller - Ron Congdon's Marklin DBS3 
711.4 grams 
Most efficient - Ron Congdon's Roco DB 
B17 (S10) - 43.41% 
(efficiency is the draw bar pull as a per- 
centage of the locomotive's weight) 
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BITS n PIECES 


'MODEL_TRAINS'/'SCALE TRAINS' 
MAGAZINES 

You may remember that mention was 
made in the last Branchline of rumours 
concerning these two magazines. I'm 
pleased to report that both are alive and 
well. One member who has just returned 
from the UK has brought back copies of 
both magazines up to their respective 
July issues. Both good magazines and 
well worth looking for at your local news- 
agents. 
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SAD NEWS COLUMN 

It is with regret that I have to re- 
port that George Sumner's World of Trains 
has closed down. Reports indicate that 


the major secured creditor foreclosed, 
and has taken all the stock from the 


shop. 
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BOOK LIST 

The Branch Library now has a copy of 
the book index pages which show the titles 
and other details of all books on railway 
and model railway topics which are avail-4 
able through the public library system in 
Western Australia. Anyone requiring 
further information, please contact Simon 
Mead. Qur thanks to Bentley Library for 
providing the lists. 
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The N gauge layout is now in -the 
"Bicycle Shed', i.e. the new room. It 
is set up at its full length, a format we 
were unable to use in the previous room. 
It was a tight fit - in fact the layout 
touches both end walls of the room. 
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Do you need some PVA wood glue? 
The Sales Cupboard is selling this glue at | 
a price considerably below normal retail | 
price. Further details 
Watson or George Noble. 


from Graham 


HE HE HE HE HE HE HE FE HE HE HE HE IE IE IE HE IE 3 IE SE HE HE SE IE HE IE HE HEE SE 36 36 4E 5E 96 38 96 96 96-56 96 36 


Did you miss the slides shown by 
Allan Tilley on WAGR operations in the 
1960s? They were really first rate 
and bought back fond memories to the 
Older members. We are inviting Allan 
back at a later date for more of the same, 
so keep an eye out for it. 
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